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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To efficiently retrieve a pertinent document 
even when retrieval object documents are increased. 
CONSTITUTION: A retrieval index preparation part 21 
turns all the words used in the document to be retrieved 
inside an external storage device 4 to IDs, uses the IDs 
and prepares an APT index 224 for which the 
occurrence ranges and occurrence numbers of the 
words in the respective documents to be retrieval 
objects are listed and at APT 225 for which the 
occurrence position information in the respective 
documents to be the retrieval objects of the words is 
listed. The APT retrieval part 245 of a processing part 
24 divides a retrieval key inputted from a key work input 
part 242 by the unit of the word and virtually prepares 
the APT for which the occurrence position of only the 
respective words obtained by division in the document 
to be the retrieval object are listed in the ascending 
order of the occurrence numbers of the words. Then, 
the word whose occurrence number is the smallest in 
the APT is turned to a base point, whether or not another word is present at a prescribed 
position when the respective words for constituting the retrieval key are present at continuous 
positions is successively retrieved, and whether or not the retrieval key is present in the 
document is retrieved. 
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